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If I could give you one piece of advice, it would be, beware
mixing Rocket Bobs Cycle Works with doughnuts. In
some strange sort of sugary alchemy, you may find the
plans for your motorcycle which you thought - really
believed - were set in stone suddenly altering...
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hen I decided to give
my Harley Shovel a
makeover, I called in
to see Pete Pearson
at the Rocket Bobs
headquarters north of Swindon,
basically with the intention of
asking him to fabricate an exhaust
for me. I didn’t like the look of the
existing ‘trumpet’ pipes because
they didn’t fit in with the idea I had
for the bike. Instead, I wanted a
two-into-one system with a sports
bike-style carbon race can which
would be perfect for the vision I
had of a high-mounted Sportster-
type fuel tank and knobbly tyres.
Which, as you can see, is not quite
how the revamp turned out...
Time passed at Rocket Bobs;
baked goods were consumed,

discussions were discussed and
alot of arguments argued and,

at the end of it, as we brushed

the sugar and crumbs away,

we formulated a plan. Shortly
afterwards, I dropped off the bike
at Pete’s, along with the new tank
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and half - the wrong half! - of an
old Fatbob mudguard.

I visited the shop over several
weeks in an attempt to persuade
Pete that not everything had to be
exact and spot on. The trouble is,
Mr Pearson doesn’t do ‘not exact’ ©
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Engine:

1977 Harley-Davidson FLH V-twin, 93
cubic-inch S&S Cycle Sidewinder Kkit,
reworked original heads, S&S Cycle
barrels, Andrews cam, S&S Cycle
crank, Rivera SU Eliminator carburettor,
4-speed gearbox, stock 3 stud clutch,
Dynatek ignition, one-off 2-into-2
exhaust system by Rocket Bobs.
Frame:

Paughco twin downtube rigid.

Front end:

19” H-D wheel, 10.5” discs, early style
reproduction calipers, Dunlop K460
90/100 x 19" tyre, 1977 H-D FLH 35mm
forks, stock yokes, one-off braided
brake lines, narrow Zombi handlebars by
Rocket Bobs, Kustom Tech Econo-line
master cylinders and controls, Kustom
Tech raw brass horn button, Hippy Killer
grips, headlight from eBay.

Rear end:

16” H-D FLH wheel, stock 13” disc, Jay
Brake caliper, Dunlop tyre, modified old
Fatbob mudguard, custom torque arm.
Miscellaneous:

Sportster petrol tank modified

by Rocket Bobs, re-upholstered
Easyrider seat, one-off stainless oil
tank incorporating electrics/battery
box, stock FL forwards, one-off side
mount number plate by Rocket Bobs,
one-off wiring loom by owner, taillight
from eBay.

Paint and finish:

No paint. Lettering on tank by Art
Slade, Oxford.

Thanks To:

“Pete and Lisa Pearson and Flea.”




